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Thank you for attending the 2025 Rotary 
Presidential Peace Conference. This 
gathering reflects Rotary’s unwavering 
dedication to fostering understanding, 
resolving conflicts, and creating 
connections that transcend divisions.

We are privileged to meet in Istanbul, a city 
that stands as a living symbol of harmony 
between cultures, continents, and ideas. 
Its rich history and dynamic spirit remind 
us of the potential for unity in a world often 
marked by differences.

This conference is more than an event — 
it is a call to action. We have an opportunity 
to educate ourselves about peacebuilding, 
to share insights and experiences, and 
to deepen the bonds that enable us to 
understand the world’s most pressing 
challenges.

We are also here to celebrate the opening 
of the new Otto and Fran Walter Rotary 
Peace Center at Bahçeşehir University. 
This center will equip individuals with the 
knowledge and skills to address conflict 
and create lasting solutions. It represents a 
vital step forward in our mission to create a 
world where peace is not just an aspiration 
but a reality.

As we gather here, let us honor the 
connections we share and the work 
we have yet to do. Together, we can 
transform our collective vision of peace into 
meaningful action, one relationship, one 
project, and one community at a time.

Your presence here is a testament to your 
commitment to the cause of peace. Let’s 
make this conference a transformative 
experience that strengthens our resolve to 
bring Healing in a Divided World.

Warmest regards,

Stephanie A. Urchick
President, Rotary International
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SPEAKERS AND 
PANELISTS

Stephanie A. Urchick
2024-25 Rotary International President

Stephanie A. Urchick is host of the 2025 
Rotary Presidential Peace Conference. 
She is a member of the Rotary Club of 
McMurray, Pennsylvania, USA, and has 
held numerous leadership roles in Rotary, 
including director, Foundation trustee, and 
chair of key committees such as strategic 
planning and The Rotary Foundation 
Centennial Celebration. A Rotarian since 
1991, she has led international service 
projects, including National Immunization 
Days and initiatives in Vietnam, Poland, 
and Ukraine. Professionally, she has a 
background in higher education, consulting, 
and entertainment and holds a doctorate 
in leadership studies. During her term, 
Urchick is emphasizing Rotary’s Action Plan, 
polio eradication, and Healing in a Divided 
World, the theme of this peace conference. 

Mark Daniel Maloney
2024-25 Chair of The Rotary Foundation

Mark Daniel Maloney is a member of the 
Rotary Club of Decatur, Alabama, USA, 
and a principal at Blackburn, Maloney and 
Schuppert, LLC, specializing in taxation, 
estate planning, and agricultural law. 
A Rotarian since 1980, Maloney served 
as Rotary International president in 
2019‑20, leading the first virtual Rotary 
International Convention during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. His extensive Rotary 
leadership includes roles as Rotary director, 
Foundation trustee, and chair of multiple 
committees, including the 2014 Rotary 
Convention in Sydney, Australia, and 
Operations Review Committee. Active in his 
community, he has chaired the local Meals 
on Wheels and served on several boards. 
Along with his wife, Gay, a fellow Rotarian 
and attorney, Maloney is a supporter of The 
Rotary Foundation as a Paul Harris Fellow, 
Major Donor, and Bequest Society member.

Şafak Alpay
Conference Chair and 2014-16 Rotary 

International Director

Şafak Alpay is the planning committee chair 
of the 2025 Presidential Peace Conference. 
He is a graduate of the physics department 
at Middle East Technical University and 
has worked, managed, and owned several 
companies in the field of electronic 
instrumentation. Alpay is the founder of 
Kızılay Rotary Club in Ankara (1974), was 
president of his club in 1984-85, and was 
the youngest governor for District 2430 
in 1990-91. He has served on numerous 
Rotary committees, as a delegate at 
multiple conferences, and a training leader 
and moderator at zone institutes and 
seminars. In addition, he’s served as chair 
of the executive committee of the Board in 
2015-16 and Rotary International special 
representative for Iraq.

Dr. Heather Ashby
Independent Researcher

Heather Ashby is an independent 
researcher who works at the intersection 
of national security and technology. Ashby 
was previously the associate director 
for the United States Institute of Peace’s 
program on disruptive technologies and 
artificial intelligence. She joined USIP 
after seven years with the Department 
of Homeland Security, where she worked 
on domestic and international affairs. 
Her research interests include artificial 
intelligence and digital security and safety.

Yaşar Atacik
Environmental Sustainability  

Rotary Action Group

Yaşar Atacik is director and founding 
president of the Footprint and 
Sustainability Society in Istanbul and 
immediate past chair of the Environmental 
Sustainability Rotary Action Group (ESRAG). 
With a PhD in operations research from the 
University of Pennsylvania, he transitioned 
from academia to Turkish conglomerate 
Sabanci Group, eventually developing an 
interest in sustainability issues. He joined 
Istanbul Acarkent Rotary Club in 2014, 
where he emphasized the importance 
of the environment and became chair 
of District 2420’s inaugural environment 
committee. Through his work with Rotary’s 
environmental action group, he led the 
development of a climate roadmap for 
significant climate initiatives within Rotary. 
Atacik was a Rotary delegate and member 
of the Rotary planning committee for the 
UN Climate Change Conference (COP28) 
in December 2023 in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates.

Dr. Ayça Demet Atay
Rotary Peace Fellow

Dr. Ayça Demet Atay is an associate 
professor at the Faculty of Communication 
and chair of the department of journalism 
at Near East University in North Cyprus. 
She is a Rotary Peace Fellow alumna 
(2005‑07) from the University of Bradford in 
England and the founding president of the 
Rotary Club of Peace, Istanbul. Atay earned 
her bachelor’s degree in political science 
and international relations from Boğaziçi 
University in Turkey, a master’s degree in 
conflict resolution from the University of 
Bradford, and a PhD in communication and 
media studies from Eastern Mediterranean 
University in North Cyprus. Her research 
focuses on peace communication, peace 
journalism, and political communication.

Suat Baysan
Presidential Peace Conference Planning 

Committee

Suat Baysan, a founding partner of Acmena 
Technology, Management & Investment, 
started his professional career at Netas, 
a telecommunications JV company 
with Nortel Canada, as vice president 
with responsibilities in research and 
development and marketing sales services 
for the region which includes the Middle 
East, the Balkans, CIS, and Africa. He also 
was general manager in Türkiye of Cisco 
Systems, and a board member and general 
manager of Anel Group, a renewable 
energy firm. Baysan has served as a 
board member for various organizations 
and associations and is a founding board 
member at Istanbul Technical University 
chip design foundation. He’s also an 
advisor and columnist for ICT Media. 
A Rotary member since 1990, he has served 
as club president, assistant governor, 
district secretary, and district governor, 
and has chaired district assemblies and 
conferences. He graduated from the 
University of Manchester as an electronic 
engineer.

Dr. Rose Cardarelli
Rotary International Representative  

to UNICEF-USA

Dr. Rose Cardarelli, is an internationally 
recognized educator, health care strategist, 
and humanitarian. A retired Medical Service 
Corps officer, she commanded the U.S. 
Army’s largest training battalion and the 
first Wounded Warrior Brigade at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, 
DC, USA. She currently serves as president 
of the Washington Global Rotary Club, 
and CEO of the Education for All Coalition, 
which provides education access to 
displaced children. She has held key 
roles with the UN, UNHCR, UNESCO, and 
numerous educational and humanitarian 
organizations, contributing to global efforts 
in climate health, migration, and education. 
Cardarelli holds advanced degrees in 
education and health care administration 
and has been honored by the Vatican for 
her humanitarian work.

Mohamed Delawar
Rotary International Representative  

to the League of Arab States 

Mohamed Delawar is a distinguished 
Egyptian businessman and engineer. With 
a Bachelor of Science in civil engineering 
from Alexandria University, he has 
held leadership roles in the academic, 
consulting, and business sectors, including 
CEO of Apleona Egypt and president of the 
Egyptian Co. for Engineering Equipment. 
He has also served as a board member 
of the American Chamber of Commerce 
in Alexandria, Egypt, and the Al Moasat 
charitable association. He is an active 
member of the Egyptian Businessmen’s 
Association, among other organizations. In 
Rotary, he has played key roles in strategic 
planning, leadership development, and 
international initiatives, including Rotary’s 
participation in several United Nations 
Climate Change Conferences. He has been 
recognized for his service and contributions 
to both Rotary and his professional fields. 

Nada El Agizy
League of Arab States

Nada El Agizy is the director of sustainable 
development and international cooperation 
department at the League of Arab States. 
She joined the Arab League in 1992 
and acquired proficiency in economic 
and social development at the regional 
and international levels. El Agizy has a 
bachelor’s degree in economics from The 
American University in Cairo, Egypt, and an 
MBA from University of Cumbria, England. 
Before her most recent appointment, she 
was deputy chief of staff and adviser for 
socio-economic affairs and communication 
to the secretary-general of the League 
of Arab States, responsible for setting 
recommendations and preparation of 
policy notes on key issues like economic 
integration, reform, and development. 

Dr. Esra Hatipoğlu
Bahçeşehir University

Dr. Esra Hatipoğlu, rector of Bahçeşehir 
University, is a distinguished academic with 
a robust background in political science, 
international relations, and European 
studies. She has held key academic and 
administrative positions, including rector 
of Nişantaşı University and adviser to 
the rector at Bahçeşehir University. She 
specializes in Russian foreign policy, the 
Black Sea region, and European Union-
Turkey relations, with recent focus on 
higher education and artificial intelligence’s 
impact on education. Hatipoğlu has 
received numerous awards, participated 
in international research projects, and 
is actively involved in professional 
organizations.

Julie Hawke
Build Up

Julie Hawke, digital peacebuilding lead at 
Build Up, is committed to understanding 
the impacts of digital technologies on 
conflicts and how best to leverage their 
use in strategic peacebuilding efforts. She 
has over a decade of experience in third-
party conflict engagement, global youth 
peace education, and digital peacebuilding 
program design and management. Hawke 
is a doctoral student of peace studies and 
sociology at the University of Notre Dame’s 
Kroc Institute for International Peace 
Studies, where her research focuses on 
defining conditions for positive intergroup 
contact in online spaces.

John Hewko
General Secretary and Chief Executive 

Officer of Rotary International and  
The Rotary Foundation

As general secretary, John Hewko leads a 
diverse staff of 800 at Rotary International’s 
World Headquarters in Evanston, Illinois, 
USA, and seven international offices. Prior 
to joining Rotary in 2011, he was vice 
president for operations and compact 
development for the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation, a U.S. foreign aid agency. 
Hewko is an expert in international 
corporate law and global development 
and was an international partner with the 
law firm Baker & McKenzie. While working 
in Ukraine in the early 1990s, he assisted 
the working group that prepared the initial 
draft of the new Ukrainian post-Soviet 
constitution and was a charter member of 
the first Rotary club in Kyiv. He has been a 
visiting scholar at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace and an adjunct 
professor of law at Georgetown University. 
He holds a law degree from Harvard 
University and a master’s in modern history 
from Oxford University.

Sheldon Himelfarb
International Panel on the  
Information Environment

Sheldon Himelfarb is board chair of the 
International Panel on the Information 
Environment (IPIE), which he co-founded, 
and is the founder and former CEO of 
the PeaceTech Lab. He has served as a 
foreign policy adviser to a member of the 
U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
headed North American documentary 
development for Yorkshire TV, and was 
CEO/executive producer for Common 
Ground Productions. He is an award-
winning filmmaker, former commentator 
for National Public Radio, and author of 
numerous articles on politics, popular 
culture, and conflict. He holds a doctorate 
from Oxford University, a Bachelor of 
Arts from Johns Hopkins University, and 
is the recipient of American University’s 
Capitol Area Peacemaker Award and the 
Prometheus Social Enterprise Award. 

Freddy Mutanguha
Kigali Genocide Memorial

Freddy Mutanguha, a survivor of the 
1994 genocide against the Tutsi, is CEO of 
the Aegis Trust and director of the Kigali 
Genocide Memorial. He has played a 
pivotal role in developing peace education 
programs in Rwanda, which are now part 
of the national school curriculum and 
have been adapted for use in several 
African countries. Mutanguha holds 
advanced degrees in project management 
and education and has been recognized 
internationally for his contributions to 
peacebuilding, including the 2016 Justice 
and Security Foundation Peace Award. He 
serves as chair of Miracle Corner Rwanda, 
an adviser to the University of Southern 
California Shoah Foundation, and a 
member of UNESCO’s advisory group on 
violent pasts in education. He also lectures 
globally on genocide’s impact and the role 
of forgiveness in reconciliation.

Kumi Naidoo
Human Rights and Environmental  

Justice Activist

Kumi Naidoo, a South African human rights 
and environmental justice activist, is the 
Payne Distinguished Lecturer at Stanford 
University and honorary president of the 
Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty. He is 
the former secretary-general of Amnesty 
International and the first person from 
the Global South to lead Greenpeace 
International. He served as secretary 
general for CIVICUS: World Alliance for 
Citizen Participation and as head of training 
at the Independent Electoral Commission 
that oversaw South Africa’s first democratic 
elections in April 1994. He is an honorary 
professor of practice at Thunderbird School 
of Global Management at Arizona State 
University and a global ambassador for 
Africans Rising for Unity, Justice, Peace, 
and Dignity. He is also a co-founder and 
director of the Riky Rick Foundation for the 
Promotion of Artivism.

K.R. Ravindran
Past Rotary International President

K.R. “Ravi“ Ravindran, 2015-16 Rotary 
International president and 2020-21 chair 
of The Rotary Foundation, is a distinguished 
entrepreneur from Sri Lanka and a member 
of the Rotary Club of Colombo. Founder 
of a leading packaging enterprise with 
operations in Sri Lanka, India, Kenya, and 
the UK, his company serves clients across 
more than 40 countries and has been 
recognized for its ethical business practices 
and innovative technology. Ravindran has 
spearheaded impactful Rotary projects, 
including leading Sri Lanka’s polio 
eradication efforts, building 25 schools 
post-tsunami, and playing a lead role in 
establishing a breast cancer screening 
unit. Honored with numerous awards, 
including Sri Lanka’s “Jewel of Sri Lanka” 
title and a dedicated postage stamp, he is 
also a member of The Rotary Foundation’s 
Arch Klumph Society along with his wife, 
Vanathy.

Elizabeth Spehar
United Nations Department of Political  

and Peacebuilding Affairs

Elizabeth Spehar, assistant secretary-
general for peacebuilding support, 
United Nations Department of Political 
and Peacebuilding Affairs, has worked 
in United Nations headquarters and in 
the field, leading political, development, 
peacebuilding, and conflict prevention 
initiatives. She was previously the secretary-
general’s special representative and head 
of the United Nations peacekeeping force 
in Cyprus, also serving as deputy to the 
secretary-general’s special adviser on 
Cyprus. She was the director of the Policy 
and Mediation division, the director for the 
Americas and Europe division, and director 
of the Europe division in the former 
Department of Political Affairs. Before 
joining the UN, she was a senior official 
with the Organization of American States 
(OAS) for more than 12 years.

Yana Abu Taleb
EcoPeace Middle East

Yana Abu Taleb serves as the Jordanian 
director of EcoPeace Middle East, a 
regional organization that brings together 
environmentalists from Jordan, Palestine, 
and Israel to promote sustainable 
development and advance peace efforts 
in the Middle East. Abu Taleb serves as 
a liaison advocating for environmental 
protection and transboundary water issues 
while engaging with governmental and 
private sector figures and organizations. 
Since joining EcoPeace Middle East in 2000, 
she has held various positions, including 
deputy director and regional projects 
manager. She is a frequent speaker at 
international conferences, sharing her 
expertise and insights on environmental 
preservation and peacebuilding and on 
promoting sustainable development and 
cooperation through education. 
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MASTERS OF 
CEREMONIES

Nahla ElShall
Rotary Peace Fellow 

Nahla ElShall is a development sector 
professional with more than 10 years of 
experience specializing in capacity building, 
with a focus on empowering youth, women, 
and refugees. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in economics and a master’s degree 
in gender and development. In 2024, Nahla 
earned a postgraduate certificate in peace 
and conflict transformation from the Rotary 
Peace Center at Makerere University in 
Kampala, Uganda. Throughout her diverse 
career, Nahla has worked with various 
NGOs and organizations, serving as a 
trainer, instructional designer, and project 
manager. Additionally, she is the founder of 
Book Shuffle, a social enterprise promoting 
reading and sustainability. As part of the 
Rotary Peace Fellowship professional 
development certificate program, Nahla 
implemented a social change initiative 
called Books for Peace, providing reading 
materials to refugee children and teachers 
in Cairo, Egypt.

Emil J. Moawad
Rotaractor/Rotarian 

Emil Moawad is a dedicated Rotarian and 
Rotaractor with over 20 years of service 
in the Rotary family. Starting with Interact 
at the age of 14, and then Rotaract at 18, 
Moawad joined Rotary in 2021, and is 
currently the president of the Rotary Club 
of Sahel Metn and the Rotary public image 
coordinator for Lebanon. He has also 
held key positions such as RYLA district 
chair, Rotaract district chair, and district 
Rotaract representative for District 2452, 
which comprises nine countries across 
three continents. Professionally, Moawad 
is an architect and an entrepreneur. He 
co-founded Show Me Lebanon tourism 
enterprise, and co-owns Ehden Country 
Club Hotel & Resort. Committed to social 
impact, Moawad co-founded DSC Lebanon, 
a blood donation organization, and Green 
Track, a waste management initiative, 
in addition to being selected as a peace 
pioneer with Generations for Peace, and 
being a founding member of the Rotary 
Action Group for Peace in Lebanon.

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

4



CONFERENCE  
PROGRAM

The schedule includes keynote speakers, 
panel discussions, and breakout sessions 
that will:

•	 Highlight the many ways that Rotary 
members, program participants, 
partners, and community leaders can 
advocate for peace

•	 Tell stories, share insights, and explore 
ideas about building peace

•	 Foster meaningful conversations 
about promoting peace in our own 
communities and beyond

All conference programming will take place 
in the Grand Ballroom, Level M4, Hilton 
Istanbul Bomonti. The following program is 
subject to change.

THURSDAY, 
20 FEBRUARY 
17:00-21:00	 Event Check-In 

Grand Ballroom Foyer

19:00-21:00 	 Welcome Reception 
Grand Ballroom Foyer 

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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FRIDAY, 
21 FEBRUARY
07:30-11:00 	 Event Check-In 

Grand Ballroom Foyer

09:00-10:30 	 Opening General Session —  
Peace in a Polarized World 
Grand Ballroom 3 & 4

Masters of Ceremonies 
Rotary Peace Fellow  
Nahla ElShall 
Rotaractor and Rotarian  
Emil Moawad

Speakers
Şafak Alpay
Stephanie A. Urchick
Esra Hatipoğlu
Elizabeth Spehar

Entertainment
Büyükçekmece Municipality  
Folk Dance Group

10:30-11:00 	 Coffee Break
Grand Ballroom Foyer 

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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11:00-12:15 	 Breakout Sessions
Grand Ballroom 1-4

Leadership Dialogues That Heal Divides 

Location: Grand Ballroom 1

Type: Interactive workshop 

Description: Participants will symbolically 
adopt another person’s experience as their 
own, listen deeply, and reciprocate with 
honest discourse. They’ll learn facilitation 
techniques that help heal divides, 
strengthen communities, and transform 
conflict. Focusing on safety, stability, 
and conflict, participants will learn about 
and use techniques that enable them to: 
practice active and reflective listening 
to understand community needs and 
interests; go beyond position statements, 
headlines, and social media posts to 
reframe issues and overcome divides; 
understand how a facilitator’s words can 
include or exclude people, and identify 
practical applications for dialogues in their 
communities. 

Moderator: 

Linda Low, a Rotary Peace Fellow alum 
(Duke-UNC, 2017) and a member of the 
Rotary Club of Global Partners in Peace  

Panelists:  

Hillary Baggett, a women’s health advocate 
and a member of the Rotary Club of Global 
Partners in Peace 

April Clark, a diversity, equity, and inclusion 
advocate, a past district governor, and a 
member of the Rotary Club of Swansboro, 
North Carolina, USA 

Sofia Farah, a human rights advocate and 
a member of the Rotary Club of Global 
Partners in Peace 

Laurie Smolenski, a Rotary Peace Fellow 
alum (UQ, 2017) and a human rights 
advocate 

Positive Peace in the Middle East: 
Community Solutions to Systems 
Change 

Location: Grand Ballroom 2

Type: Workshop 

Description: This session, part of the 
Rotary-Institute for Economics and Peace 
partnership, will introduce the IEP’s Pillars 
of Positive Peace framework. Participants 
will explore practical tools to address 
the underlying causes of conflict in their 
communities. Building on recent learning 
opportunities with the Middle East-North 
Africa Positive Peace Activator cohort, 
this session will offer new insights and 
approaches to peacebuilding. By the end 
of the session, participants will understand 
how to apply Positive Peace principles to 
enhance the impact of their Rotary projects. 

Panelists:

Rebecca Crall, Rotary’s area of focus 
manager for peacebuilding and conflict 
prevention 

Lea Perekrests, IEP’s director of 
partnerships

Harmony in Habitat: Environmental 
Factors as Pillars of Sustainable 
Peacebuilding 

Location: �Grand Ballroom 3  
Interpretation provided

Type: Lecture 

Description: Environmental factors 
have a profound effect on the pursuit 
of sustainable peace. Environmental 
degradation, resource scarcity, and 
conflict are interconnected and play a 
critical role in shaping peacebuilding 
efforts, as environmental degradation 
exacerbates social tensions, fosters 
resource-based conflicts, and undermines 
the prospects for lasting peace. This talk 
explores innovative approaches that 
harness environmental sustainability as a 
cornerstone of peacebuilding initiatives. 
Through collaboration, education, and 
proactive environmental stewardship, we 
can forge pathways toward resilient and 
inclusive peace for a more sustainable and 
harmonious future. 

Speaker: Ebru Canan-Sokullu, a professor 
of international relations and associate 
director of the CIFAL Global Network at the 
UN Institute for Training and Research 

AI for Peace: How Technology  
Can Help Build a Better World  

Location: Grand Ballroom 4

Type: Interactive lecture 

Description: Participants will discover how 
artificial intelligence is revolutionizing the 
way we approach conflict prevention and 
peacebuilding. We’ll explore how predictive 
analytics can help identify potential 
conflicts before they escalate and how AI 
can assist peacebuilders in understanding 
cultural contexts, public sentiment, and 
emotions — enabling more-informed and 
empathetic decisions. The session will 
highlight ways AI enhances information-
sharing among peacebuilders and 
organizations to foster collaboration. And 
we’ll discuss how Rotary can leverage AI to 
create a global platform for peacebuilders 
to identify emerging conflicts, optimize 
resources, and implement more effective 
prevention strategies. 

Speaker: Jeries I. Shahin, an information 
system expert at the World Bank, a 
member of the Rotary Peace Centers 
Committee, and a member of the Rotary 
Club of Amman Citadel, Jordan

12:15-13:45 	 Catered Lunch

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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13:45-15:00 	 Breakout Sessions 
Grand Ballroom 1-4

Bridging Divides: Nurturing Peace  
in a Polarized World 

Location: Grand Ballroom 1

Type: Interactive workshop 

Description: This session will explore the 
shared responsibility to prevent the toxic 
polarization that can lead people and 
groups to be dehumanized. As polarization 
increases, it’s essential that Rotary 
members cultivate skills to strengthen 
shared identities and values. Participants 
will use theoretical insights and small-
group activities to explore the underlying 
causes of polarization and its variations 
across societies with different histories 
and cultures. They’ll discuss how to foster 
inclusivity and share ideas for bridging 
divides that emphasize sustainability, social 
inclusion, and peacebuilding. Participants 
will gain practical strategies that align with 
Rotary’s values and The Four-Way Test. 

Panelists: 

Rebecca Crall, Rotary’s area of focus 
manager for peacebuilding and conflict 
prevention 

Maria-Gabriele Doublesin, an intercultural 
integration expert who also coordinated 
the Student Peace Studies program at 
Eindhoven University of Technology 

Vicki Puliz, a past RI director and a member 
of the Rotary Club of Sparks, Nevada, USA 

Elizabeth A. Usovicz, a past RI director and a 
member of the Rotary Club of Kansas City-
Plaza, Missouri, USA

Safecity: Building Peace, Healing, and 
Safety Through Technology 

Location: Grand Ballroom 2

Type: Workshop 

Description: Participants will be introduced 
to Safecity, a crowd-sourced map of sexual 
and gender-based violence. This globally 
successful application of technology 
identifies the incidence and prevalence of 
violence in our societies so we may create 
safer communities. Participants will use 
an AI tool to gain a deep understanding of 
peace and violence on the societal level. 

Facilitator: ElsaMarie D’Silva, a Rotary 
Peace Fellow alum (Chula, 2016) and a 
social entrepreneur

Integrating Unofficial Diplomacy and 
Civil Society Engagement in Cyprus 
Peacebuilding 

Location: �Grand Ballroom 3  
Interpretation provided

Type: Panel discussion 

Description: After half a century of 
intermittent negotiations in Cyprus, 
official talks have stagnated because of 
polarized positions. But Rotary members in 
Cyprus are setting an example by working 
together to develop programs and projects 
that benefit both societies and building 
strong friendships among members of 
the Rotary community. Integrating civil 
society expertise in the diplomatic process 
increases citizen support for reaching and 
implementing an agreement. The panelists 
will discuss the challenges Cypriot civil 
society faces and promote an approach 
that emphasizes relationships and dialogue 
in both official and unofficial diplomatic 
efforts. 

Moderators: 

Christina Covotsou-Patroclou, a member 
of the Rotary Club of Limassol-Berengaria 
Cosmopolitan, Cyprus 

Sertaç Gümüs, a member of the Rotary 
Club of Kyrenia St. Hilarion, Cyprus 

Panelists: 

Maria Hadjipavlou, an associate professor 
in the department of social and political 
science at the University of Cyprus 

Sertaç Sonan, head of the political science 
and international relations department 
of Cyprus International University and 
director of the Centre for Cyprus and 
Mediterranean Studies

Equipping the Next Generation  
to Make Peace Last 

Location: Grand Ballroom 4

Type: Workshop 

Description: Young people don’t have 
to be convinced that the world needs to 
change — they just need the tools to do it. 
Although people under 25 are the majority 
of the world’s population (and will inherit 
the toughest issues we face), they are 
often an afterthought in peacebuilding 
projects and processes. Join a Rotary Peace 
Fellow who works with young people in the 
U.S., Ghana, and beyond for this dynamic 
session to learn concrete ways to help 
young people build peace in their lifetime. 
Be inspired by stories showing the power of 
peace education to transform the future. 

Facilitators: 

Wisdom Addo, a Rotary Peace Fellow 
alum (Chula, 2012 and ICU, 2019-21) and 
executive director of the West Africa Centre 
for Peace Foundation

Lauren Coffaro, a Rotary Peace Fellow alum 
(Bradford, 2015-16) and executive director 
of the PeaceJam Foundation, USA 

15:00-15:30	 Coffee Break

15:30-16:45 	 General Session 2 —  
Technology, Media, and 
Peacebuilding: From 
Conflict to Connection 
Grand Ballroom 3 & 4

Speaker
Sheldon Himelfarb

Panel
Moderator: Suat Baysan
Panelists: Heather Ashby, 
Ayça Demet Atay, Julie Hawke 

Entertainment
Rotary Peace Fellow  
Diego Carneiro (cello)

19:00-22:00 	 Conference Reception & 
Dinner (ticketed event)
Grand Ballroom 3 & 4

Master of Ceremonies
General Secretary & CEO  
John Hewko

Entertainment
Sadik Kavas (kanun)
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SATURDAY, 
22 FEBRUARY
09:00-10:30 	 General Session 3 — 

Sustainable Development: 
Environmental Issues in 
Peacebuilding 
Grand Ballroom 3 & 4

Speakers
Nada El Agizy
Yana Abu Taleb
Kumi Naidoo 

Panel
Moderator: Rose Cardarelli 
Panelists: Yaşar Atacik, 
Mohamed Delawar

10:30-11:00	 Coffee Break
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11:00-12:15 	 Breakout Sessions
Grand Ballroom 1-4

Rotary Peace Fellows: Creating 
Possibility and Hope Through 
Technology 

Location: Grand Ballroom 1

Type: Panel/interactive session 

Description: Participants will explore 
with Rotary Peace Fellows the results of 
technology-based approaches in education 
and peacebuilding and consider how to 
expand the reach of peace projects and 
create more opportunities. Participants 
will learn how each project functions, 
what questions were addressed about the 
uses of technology, and what moved the 
work from identifying and clarifying the 
problem to determining the most effective 
actions through several phases of change 
toward the desired results. Participants 
will be encouraged to identify and address 
questions about the use of technology and 
outline how they might use technology in 
their projects. 

Panelists: 

Susan Hartley, a Rotary Peace Fellow alum 
(Chula, 2016), a psychologist, and a peace 
advocate 

Frances Jeffries, a Rotary Peace Fellow 
alum (Chula, 2016) and a peacebuilding 
consultant

Today’s Youth,  
Tomorrow’s Peacebuilders 

Location: Grand Ballroom 2

Type: Panel discussion 

Description: This session will focus on 
the vital role of young people as leaders 
in peacebuilding and disaster resilience, 
with an emphasis on the Positive Peace 
framework. Youth-led initiatives, such 
as the Rotaract Model United Nations 
project, illustrate how young people are 
spurring sustainable peace and community 
engagement. The discussion will highlight 
how youth are uniquely positioned to 
foster trust, bridge divides, and lead 
transformative actions. We’ll show how 
youth, particularly through projects 
like Rotaract MUN and collaborations 
with Rotary’s partners, are working 
across sectors to promote collaboration, 
inclusivity, and community-driven solutions 
that address global challenges. 

Moderator: 

Bindi Rajasegaran, a past governor of 
District 3300 (Malaysia) who helped 
establish the National Coalition for Mental 
Wellbeing 

Panelists: 

Maria Vittoria Gargiulo, a past Rotaract 
president and a member of the Rotary Club 
of Salerno-Est, Italy, a trained mediator, and 
a Positive Peace Activator 

Scott Martin, a Rotary Peace Fellow alum 
(Chula, 2017) and partnerships manager at 
Mediators Beyond Borders International 

Tijana Ristić, a member of the Rotary 
Action Group for Peace, the Rotary Club 
of Belgrade International, Serbia, and the 
Rotaract Club of Beograd-Metropolitan, 
Serbia

How Rotary and Intercountry 
Committees Can Build Lasting Peace 

Location: �Grand Ballroom 3 
Interpretation provided

Type: Workshop 

Description: Participants will learn 
about the role Rotary and intercountry 
committees can have in promoting positive 
and lasting peace. They’ll also learn how 
to create awareness that resolving conflict 
and building peace is possible between 
people and work toward a peaceful society. 
Participants will learn how to become 
catalysts for lasting peace, promote 
Positive Peace as a global effort with the 
intercountry committee network, and turn 
knowledge into action. 

Moderator: 

Annemarie Mostert, an advocate for girls’ 
rights and education, a past governor of 
District 9400, and a member of the Rotary 
E-Club of Eagle Canyon, South Africa 

Facilitators: 

Mohamed Ghammam, 2022-24 chair of the 
ICC executive council and a member of the 
Rotary Club of Sidi Bou Said, Tunisia 

Lies van Wijngaarden, a Peace Major Gifts 
Initiative adviser and a member of the 
Rotary Club of Almere, Netherlands

Climate Change and Militarization: 
Making Change Through Rotary Action 
Groups 

Location: Grand Ballroom 4

Type: Panel discussion with activity 

Description: Peacebuilders and members 
of the Environmental Sustainability Rotary 
Action Group and Rotary Action Group for 
Peace will present recent analysis from 
scientists and economists about global 
conflicts and climate crisis. Participants will 
learn about efforts by Rotary and others 
to bring about Positive Peace and learn 
about the harm caused by war and climate 
change to families, the economy, and 
our world. The activity will explore how 
the climate crisis and militarization can 
destabilize regions and undo peace efforts, 
how investments in climate action and 
peace can increase prosperity, and how 
Rotary Action Groups can support our 
peace goals. 

Moderator: 

Kathi Futornick, an environmental 
consultant and a member of the Rotary 
Club of Newberg, Oregon, USA 

Panelists: 

Tom Baker, a Positive Peace Activator and 
a member of the Rotary Club of Golden, 
Colorado, USA 

Alan Bazzaz, a peacebuilder, an 
entrepreneur, and a member of the Rotary 
Club of Lake Oswego, Oregon, USA 

12:15-13:45 	 Catered Lunch
Grand Ballroom Foyer

13:45-15:15 	 Closing General Session:  
Making Peace Last	
Grand Ballroom 3 & 4

Speakers
Mark Daniel Maloney
K.R. Ravindran
Freddy Mutanguha
Stephanie A. Urchick

Entertainment
Mihriban Aviral (flute)
Rustam Rahmedov (piano)
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OTHER 
INFORMATION

Accessibility and Mobility Assistance
The conference venue is fully accessible. 
Mobility assistance equipment is not 
available to rent at the conference venue.

Business Center
The venue offers a business center  
on floor M2.

Attire
Business casual, as is customary in your 
country, is suitable for the conference.

Coat Check
The conference offers coat check on floor 
M4. Coat check hours are:

Thursday, 20 February 17:00-21:15

Friday, 21 February 07:00-22:30

Saturday, 22 February 08:30-15:45

The hotel does not accept luggage or 
bags at the M4 coat check. Rotary is not 
responsible for lost or stolen property.

Code of Conduct
Rotary is committed to maintaining an 
environment that promotes courtesy, 
dignity, and respect. The spirit of collegiality 
brings out the best in us, and this 
contributes directly to our overall success. 
Attendees, volunteers, representatives, 
and participants are expected to conduct 
themselves in a professional and 
cooperative manner and in compliance  
with the RI Programs Code of Conduct  
in all interactions, including those with 
Rotary staff. 

Lost and Found
Any lost or found items should be reported 
to the Sergeants-at-arms Office on floor 
M4, Meeting Room 2 (MR2). Rotary is not 
responsible for lost or stolen property.

Luggage Check
The venue cannot hold luggage for 
conference attendees who are not guests 
of the hotel. 

Music and Visuals
Because of global copyright laws, RI is 
unable to release, license, or make available 
any of the music or the visuals, videos, and 
images used during the conference.

Photography
By attending, participating in, or visiting 
the Rotary Presidential Peace Conference, 
conference dinner, and other affiliated 
events, attendees, participants, visitors, 
speakers, performers, and contractors 
(“you”) consent to be recorded and for your 
child or any child(ren) under 18 years of 
age accompanying you to the conference 
to be recorded by any means, including 
still photography, interview, and video 
and audio recording (“Recordings”). Rotary 
may use the photography and recordings, 
including on its websites, in its print and 
electronic publications, via streaming, and 
on social media, and retains the assets 
for historical and research purposes. You 
grant Rotary International and The Rotary 
Foundation a perpetual, irrevocable, 
royalty-free, worldwide right to use, 
copy, display, modify, distribute, publish, 
reproduce, transmit, broadcast, stream, 
webcast, publicly perform, translate, 
transcribe, adapt, create derivative works 
of, and license the photography and 
recordings for promotional, marketing, 
and educational purposes without Rotary 
International or The Rotary Foundation 
incurring debts or liabilities of any kind. 

Recording and photographing general 
session speakers and entertainers who are 
not Rotary members is not allowed.
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Privacy

Your privacy and the privacy of children/
minors is important to Rotary, and the 
personal data you share will be subject to 
Rotary’s privacy policy, rotary.org/privacy.

Reflection and Prayer Room
A quiet and peaceful environment for 
private reflection is located on floor M2 of 
the venue. It is open to people of all faiths.

Registration
The conference sold out in advance and 
tickets are not available for purchase on 
site. Registration and badge pick up  
hours are:

Thursday, 20 February 17:00-21:00

Friday, 21 February 07:30-11:00

Registration Badges
All participants will be issued a name 
badge and are required to wear it at all 
times while at the conference venue. Your 
badge will be scanned at the entrances 
to general sessions, breakout sessions, 
and the Rotary-ticketed dinner. Rotary 
is committed to protecting conference 
attendees’ personal data. Because of this 
commitment, name badges do not store 
sensitive personal data. Refer to Rotary’s 
privacy policy for more information. 
By registering for the conference or 
any related events, you affirm that you 
understand that your personal data and the 
personal data of your child or any minors 
accompanying you to the conference will be 
used to facilitate your attendance and may 
be shared with third-party vendors that 
support the events or used for health and 
safety reasons.

For security purposes, all attendees must 
present photo identification (driver’s license 
or passport) to obtain their conference 
badges. RI reserves the right to check 
photo identification at any time during 
the conference. Spot checks will be made 
to compare badge information with 
photo identification. Badges that do not 
match the wearer’s photo identification 
will be confiscated, and violators will be 
ejected without refund. All persons and 
all bags and other items brought into the 
conference venue are subject to inspection. 
Attendees refusing inspections may 
be denied entry into the venue and/or 
conference.
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Safety and Security

First Aid and Emergencies
The conference venue does not have a first 
aid office. If you need immediate medical 
assistance, contact any of the following 
people: 

•	 Sergeants-at-arms (identified with  
a red sash)

•	 Venue security staff member

•	 Rotary staff member (identified by a staff 
badge or a blue Rotary staff shirt)

Nearby Hospitals and Emergency Care
•	 Memorial Hospital (Şişli)  

(1.7 km from hotel)

•	 American Hospital (Nişantaşı)  
(1.9 km from hotel)

•	 Uğur Eczanesi Pharmacy (Bomonti) and 
Elysium Eczanesi (Bomonti)

•	 Dentİstanbul Dental Hospital (Beşiktaş)

Health and Well-being
RI and the Host Organization Committee 
are not responsible or liable for any 
conference attendee’s injuries or health 
issues during the attendee’s travel to and 
from and stay in the conference city. 

Travel insurance is strongly recommended 
to cover emergency medical expenses, 
medical evacuation, and repatriation costs 
in case of unexpected injuries or illnesses 
while outside of your country of residence. 
Unless your health insurance provider 
confirms that you are covered while you 
attend the conference. It is reasonable to 
assume that you are not protected in case 
of a medical emergency.

Personal Safety
Istanbul welcomes visitors from around the 
world, but experienced travelers know that 
tourists should use caution everywhere. 
Remember to:

•	 Remove your conference badge and 
place it in a secure pocket or bag when 
you leave the conference venue. Wearing 
your badge in public can make you a 
target for pickpockets.

•	 Stay alert. Show strong, confident body 
language and make eye contact.

•	 Carry only what you need. Limit the 
valuables you carry and avoid carrying 
large amounts of money. Do not carry 
all of your identification (including credit 
cards and passport) at the same time or 
in the same wallet or purse.

•	 Keep your wallet in a hard-to-reach 
place like a front pants pocket, inside 
suit pocket, or deep inside a purse. Hold 
purses or bags in front of you, covered 
with your hands.

•	 Be aware of your surroundings and use 
caution especially near banks, ATMs, and 
train and bus stations.

•	 Leave your Rotary bags in your hotel 
room and use a nondescript bag during 
your stay.

Risks of In-Person Attendance
In attending the Presidential Peace 
Conference, you acknowledge that 
there is risk of exposure to viruses and 
communicable disease where people 
are present and assume such risk by 
attending the event. You agree to abide 
by all policies and procedures set forth by 
Rotary International, and all local, state, 
and federal laws, rules, and regulations, 
including social-distancing and face-
covering orders.

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

13



Sergeants-at-Arms

Sergeants-at-arms, a team of experienced 
Rotary members and their partners, are 
stationed throughout the conference 
to answer questions and offer general 
assistance to attendees. They are easily 
identified by their red sashes. Attendees 
are asked to follow the direction of the 
sergeants-at-arms. 

Simultaneous Interpretation
All general sessions and select breakout 
sessions are conducted in English with 
simultaneous interpretation available in 
English, Arabic, French, Japanese, Italian, 
and Turkish. To access simultaneous 
interpretation (SI), you will need to use 
your personal smart device to scan a QR 
code when you enter a session where SI 
is available. An interpretation widget will 
open in your browser so you can select 
your preferred language. Headphones and 
an internet connection are required. Closed 
captioning in English and other available 
languages will also be offered in all SI 
rooms. 

For general SI questions, visit the 
Interpretation counter in the Grand 
Ballroom Foyer. 

Smoking
The Presidential Peace Conference is a 
nonsmoking event. For participants who 
smoke, there are designated smoking areas 
outside the venue.

Transportation
Transportation will not be provided in 
conjunction with the conference.
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